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15 Why is the
vaccine free?
Governments and
partners pay for it
because stopping cancer
saves lives. Vaccines are
very cheap compared to
the cost of treating
cancer if a girl is infected
by HPV.

16

give girls cancer?

ﬂ an the vaccine

Why do some people
say it's dangerous
or a population
control tool?

These are rumors. The

same vaccine that girls in

Nigeria receive is used in

the U.S., Europe, Asia, and

many African countries. It

is not used to control

populations.

No. The vaccine does not
contain the live virus and
cannot give girls cancer.
It is designed to prevent
cervical cancer. The
vaccine is safe - it has
been used for decades
worldwide and is
recommended by WHO.

18Where can girls get vaccinated?

Girls can get the vaccine at primary health care centers.
Sometimes, there are also opportunities for girls to get the
vaccine at schools or community outreach points.

For more information, visit the nearest primary health care facility.
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HUMAN PAPILLOMA VIRUS (HPV)




How many doses

are needed? :

Most girls need only one dose. Girls with *
weakened immune systems (like HIV) &

need two. Protection then lasts for a :
lifetime.

What side effects .
are normal? '

After the injection, girls might have arm
soreness, mild fever, headache, or
tiredness that goes away after 2-3 days.
These reactions show that the vaccine is *
working and the body is building
protection against HPV. :

What if a girl has .
already been hy
exposed to HPV? .

She can still benefit. The vaccine will :
protect against HPV types she has not :
encountered.

Is the HPV vaccine :
a contraceptive?

The HPV vaccine does not change a girl's
period or stop pregnancy. It only protects
against HPV. Girls or women who want to *
prevent an unwanted pregnancy should
visit the health facility to ask about family
planning methods.

What does the
vaccination process
c look like?

+ Girls will get a quick injection in the upper
arm. It feels like a brief pinch, but the pain
will go away quickly.

g Does the HPV
5 vaccine cause
3 infertility?

The HPV vaccine does not stop a girl from
¢ having babies when she grows up. It
: protects her cervix so she can have babies
inthe future.

: Is the vaccine l 4
: safe?

Yes. It has been used for decades
worldwide and is recommended by WHO.

* Millions of girls all over the world have

effective at preventing cervical cancer.

received the same vaccine that's used in
Nigeria. It has proven to be very safe and

Frequently asked questions

on HPV

1 What is HPV?

Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) is a very
common germ that can spread when :
people have close contact. Some types of
HPV can cause cervical cancer when girls :
grow up :

How does the HPV3

vaccine work?

It helps the body learn to recognize and
fight HPV before it can cause damage.
That way, if a girl is exposed to HPV when
she gets older, her body will already be
prepared to protect her cervix from the

The immune system responds best at a
young age and protection lasts the longest
when the vaccine is given early. When girls
get the vaccine early, it also helps to make
sure that they are protected before they§
get exposed to germs. Based on data and
recommendations from HPV vaccination
programs around the world, the
government has currently prioritized girls

What is cervical
cancer?

Cervical cancer happens when bad cells
grow in the cervix (the mouth of the
womb). Cervical cancer causes damage
on the inside of the body, even though it
: might not be visible on the outside. It is a
common cancer in women, but the HPV

6 Is the vaccine
mandatory?
No. It is not mandatory, but it is strongly

recommended as the best way to protect
girls from cervical cancer.



	Page 1
	Page 2

